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Another Tuition Hike 
Failing State Budget 
Takes a Toll on GSU Students 
By Carole Schrock 
Govern<?rs State 
University student tuition 
and fees will be increased 
beginning in the Fall 2003 
trimester. Despite a recent 
cost of living increase this 
past January, budget and 
administrative personnel at 
GSU have deemed it neces-
sary to once more raise these 
sources of university income 
to compensate for the state's 
flailing economy. 
"Things have g<?tten con-
siderably worse in the state 
of Illinois," said Jeff Slovak 
interim budget._director. 
According to Slovak, though 
many numbers are still up in 
the air, it has become clear 
that the monies appropriated 
to the university will be sig-
nificantly lower for the fiscal 
year 2004. 
Undergraduate tuition 
will be raised from $1 08 to 
$118 per credit hour. 
Graduate tuition will go up 
$12 from $118 to $130 per 
credit hour. The current 
tuition cap will be eliminated 
in the Fall trimester as well. 
Students will have to pay for 
every credit hour they take. 
The administration has 
See Hike, page 2 
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Some real bones, some plastic, help occupational and ph_ysical thera-
py students learn. See the story on page 11. 
Faculty Office Center Completion Slated for May 
By Dawn Ladislas 
The long-awaited faculty 
office center is scheduled to 
open by mid to late May. It 
was designed by the architec-
tural firm Ross Barney, and 
the chief architect was Cayl 
Hollins. 
Each professor's office will 
be about 100 square feet. The 
building will feature around 
200 offices, thr~e conference 
rooms, a faculty lounge, and 
tWo elevators. An atrium right 
inside the building will await 
those who visit the facilities. 
Each division chair will 
have their own suite, and the 
President and Cabinet will be · 
located on the third floor. 
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Those involved with the 
project are hoping the faculty 
There will be a footbridge connecting the Faculty Office Center and the main building. 
and staff will be pleased. control their own heat and air, 
"Once the staff and faculty that there is naturalli5hts, and 
settles into the new facilities. I that each office has its own 
am hoping they will be pleased operatable windows. The fac-
with their new environment", ulty had a meeting about the 
explains Susan Rakstang, pro- building and controlling heat 
ject specialist for Governors and lights was important to 
State. A high priority for the them. 
new building was the fact that Chuck Connelly, Interim 
each inhabit Win 'be able to ' ' Executive Director ~f 
Marketing Communications 
agrees with the fact that the 
faculty needed new offices. 
"To have a quality staff, then 
you need a quality faculty, 
which we have, and they 
deserve quality facilities." 
Next renovations for the 
school include the E and F 
i • t • • .... • 1 t •• ~ •••• 
wmgs, upgra:cting tne s-cience · 
labs, and some labs of the 
School of Health Professions, 
and "smart classrooms". These 
renovations will have to wait 
for some time, due to budget 
cuts. 
The funds for the staff build-
ing comes from a special bud-
• ~e.t .t~~o.up? .t~~ ~~~e~ ~o; . , . . . . . . . , . . ~ 
· improving schot>l' facilities. · • • • • • · · · • • 
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Students Explore Cultural Diversity in Mexico 
By Kathleen Frossard 
Students can have the 
unique opportunity to experi-
ence the culture and history of 
Mexico. During the 
Spring/Summer trimester, 
Richard Burd, university pho-
tographer and professor, will 
be teaching a class that will 
give students the chance to 
explore another culture. 
Study Abroad in Mexico 
will meet for eight weeks dur-
ing May and June on campus 
to read and study culture and 
history of the country. 
"We will discuss the culture 
and learn some Spanish during 
Hike, 
From page 1 
created a proposal to raise 
mandatory fees one dollar 
each. This proposal will 
be voted on in a student 
referendum on Tues. and 
Wed., May 13 and 14. 
The results of the referen-
dum will be presented to 
the GSU Board of 
Trustees who ultimately. 
has to approve the 
increase of fees before it 
goes into affect. The new 
Strategic Enhancement 
Fee will not be raised. 
When Slovak and 
President Fagan appeared 
before the House 
Appropriation Committee 
on March 13, the chair-
woman asked what impact 
a five to ten percent 
reduction in the appropri-
ated funds might have on 
the 
university. 
"What we told her was 
that the core mission of 
this institution is instruc-
tion," said Slovak. "We 
would do everything we 
could do to protect the 
core mission of this insti-
tution. But a five to ten 
percent reduced appropri-
ations was going to have 
effects across the 
university." 
In addition to this 
that time," said Burd. countries began with his the Spanish speaking culture," said. 
This is followed by two daughter. "This is the reason," Burd explained, citing that the Burd plans to help students 
weeks of study in Mexico. he said, pointing to a picture of Spanish population is currently continue to explore other 
· Students will explore history, his adopted daughter from the largest minority group in Spanish speaking cultures. He 
be exposed to fine art, and the United States. Current expressed an interest in even-
learn about local customs. events make it especially · tually visiting Puerto Rico and 
Students must also sub- "It's important important to promote under- countries in Central and South 
mit a project about the cul- to explore standing and diversity. ''We are America. "There are twenty-
ture. This project could be not alone," he said. two Spanish speaking coun-
on just about anything, the Spanish Burd's interest in other cul~ tries in the world," he said. 
according to Burd. "A pair of speaking culture:' tures began when he was a "There are lots of possibilities." 
math teachers in an earlier high school student and had Interested students can reg-
program to Spain showed -Richard Burel, GSU professor the opportunity to _travel to ister for the class, but Burd 
how geometry related to Europe for ten weeks. He stressed that early registration 
geometry in the Muslim cul- hopes that the experience of is necessary to the travel plans. 
ture," he said. Guatemala. This will be the his students will be as positive For more information on the 
Burd hosted his first pro- first time Burd will host a pro- as his was. "This gives GSU Study Abroad in Mexico, con-
gram to Spain in 1998. His 
interest in Spanish speaking 
decrease in the amount of 
funds GSU expects to 
receive from the state for 
the next fiscal year, there 
will be an increase to the-
university's rescission. 
The rescission is the 
amount of money the uni-
versity is ordered to 
return to the state every 
year. 
There are two basic 
sources of funds for the 
university. One is the 
state's appropriation. The 
other, called the operating 
budget, is made up of stu-
dent tuition and fees. 
Normally, the universi-
ty sets aside a portion of 
the appropriations to go 
toward the rescission. 
The amount the State 
Bureau of the B~dget 
directed in February that 
GSU set aside for the 
2003 fiscal year rescission 
was approximately $2.1 
JDillion, which was eight 
percent of the appropriat-
ed funds . Two weeks 
later, however, according 
to Slovak, the State 
Bureau of the Budget 
directed GSU consider 
reserving eight percent of 
the university's total bud-
get, the appropriations 
plus the operating budget. 
"This make~ $2.1 mil-
lion go to $3.4 million," 
said Slovak. 
gram in Mexico. students the opportunity to tact Professor Burd at (708) . 
"It's important to explore celebrate other cultures," he 534-7271. 
When the Bureau of 
the Budget announced 
what the rescission may 
be for this year, GS U 
-administration made an 
immediate decision to 
freeze hiring and equip-
ment purchases. Also, 
they took money back 
from the budgets of every 
unit on campus. 
' Because the governor 
was so recently elected 
and because the state's 
economy is so poor, the 
announcement of this fis-
cal year's rescission is 
coming to state agencies 
very late. This puts a 
strain on the university, 
since much of the budget 
has already been spent. 
"We had some funds set 
aside for the rescission, so 
it's not as though we were 
totally blindsided by this," 
said Slovak. "However, · 
$2.1 to $3.4 million is a 
substantial amount of 
money and no university 
could reserve that and just 
sit on it." 
On April 9, Governor 
Rod Blagoyevich will 
address the state's general 
assembly to deliver his 
budget. He will propose 
appropriations for all 
agencies of state govern-
ment, which includes col-
leges and universities, for 
the 2004 fiscal year. 
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David A. Middleton, GSU 
chess champ, gives chess 
lessons at $10 per hour. (708) 
672-8362 
Models Wanted! 
Looking for m/f models for 
agency and websites. For info 
contact ccsp219@yahoo.com 
We are looking for more play-
ers to join -our soccer team, we 
meet every Tuesday and 
Friday from 2-3:30 p.m. If you 
are interested, come to our 
training hours at the gym, in 
the basketball field, or call 
Maher Husseini @ (708) 218-
6916, or email 
Maher_ice@Yahoo.com for 
more details. 
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Student Senate Elected Officers Ready to Work 
By Kathleen Frossard 
On Wed., March 12, the 
GSU Student Senate selected 
executive officers for the 
2003-2004 term. The Student 
Senate acts as an electoral 
college. Candidates are nomi-
nated by fellow senators and 
are given an opportunity to 
discuss their interest in and 
Linda Wi}lia.ms, president Maher Husseini, vice president Elizabeth Green, treasurer Da Ven Bowen, secretary 
"I would like to get "Exciting but challenging," is Vice President Mahar Da Ven Brown serves as The Executive Officers all how Williams describes her Husseini is "honored to be Secretary. Her duties include hope to give a voice to GSU 
people excited about new position. As president, elected." As vice president, he keeping records of attendance students. Williams hopes to 
their university." she will run student senate will work with GSU clubs and minutes of the Senate develop a strong relationship 
meetings and represent the and organizations and serve meetings. with the administration and 
-Student Senate Student Senate in various in the absence of the presi- "I am happy to represent faculty. "We will work 
President Linda Williams 
school functions. dent. Husseini hopes to the student body," Treasurer together on one accord for 
Williams hopes to get the "develop good relationships Elizabeth Green said. Her the good of GSU students," 
Student Senate involved in as and promote unity" among duties will include developing she said. 
qualifications for the position. many activities possible. "I members of the GSU commu- and monitoring the budget. "I Green agrees, "My main 
The senators then vote for would like to get people nity. As a liaison to the vari- would like to see implement- goal is to represent the voice 
each offic~ and the senator excited about their universi- ous clubs and organizations, ed activities that celebrate the of the student body and make 
receiving the majority vote is ty," she said, citing plans for it is necessary that Husseini diversity of the student body, their experience at GSU a 
elected. an End of Term Splash Party be able to develop strong promote understanding, and positive one. " 
Linda Williams is the new on April 26 as one of the first relationships among the vari- make students feel a part of a Added Husseini, "The stu-
Student Senate President. activities of the new senate. ous community members. community," Green explains. dent voice must be heard." 
SENATE EVENTS COLUMN 
lood Drive, Pool Party, Tuition Increase 
We are the student senators at GSU 
· sh you good finals at the end of this 
· ester, and we hope that everyone 
asses his/her classes with energy and 
ower to move on to next classes, in the 
oming trimester, and congratulations to 
ou if you are going to graduate. We 
ow it was hard and challenging for 
verybody. 
As part of our mission as student sen-
te in GSU is to work for, the students 
d represent their views and problems to 
he administration, and make the students' 
oice heard loud and clear, so if you have 
y issue or a problem that you would 
· e to discuss in regards of conflicts with 
staff, teacher, administrator, or if you 
ave a comment about any thing that you 
hink it should be addressed to our 
chool's administration, contact us, we 
· be very happy to discuss it with you. 
he Student Senate is committed to work 
or the students in GSU, and to promote 
heir overall objectives and academic 
ccomplishmenta, therefore, please help us 
· th our activiues and programs to have a 
eed hack from you on how we are doing._ 
We lately have organized different activi-
ties and we are asking for your support: 
° Keep tuned for our next blood drive on 
Wednesday, Apr. 9 from 1-7 p.m. 
Remember to bring a state photo ID or a 
driver's license. There is a shortage in 
blood-supply because of the war in Iraq, 
so please be there. You ~ht win a brand 
new Chrysler convertible. Cookies and 
juice will he available. If you have any 
questions or concerns you can contact the 
help-desk at (800) 486-0680. 
0 We have discussed a tuition ~crease of 
$4 per trimester, and we have approved it 
in our latest senate meeting, because our 
school is lacking funds from the state. 
0 Getting a little sweaty lately in this 
warm weather? How about a pool party? 
The Student Senate is sponsoring a 
Splash Party on Apr. 25 from 7-10 p.m. 
in the Student Life pool. Food, bever-
ages, music, and a certified life-~d will 
be there, so stop by and enjoy your time. 
(Tuna the Fish will he there and he will 
make sure that everyone is behaving). 
If you have any questions or you would 
like to know more about GSU Student 
Senate, you can stop by our office in 
A2104 or call us at ~708) 534-7056. 
Budget a Concern at IBHE-SAC Meeting 
By Kathleen Frossard 
The Illinois Board of Higher Education-Student Advisory Committee 
held its hi-monthly meeting on March 29 and 30 at Southern Illinois 
Vniversity Edwardsville. The IBHE-SAC "represents the ideals and con-
cerns of the students of Illinois, serving as the chief liaison between such 
students and the IBHE." Governors State University was represented by 
IBHE-~AC Representative Toure' Peck, Alternate Kathleen Frossard and 
Curtis Crims, IBHE-SAC Representative elect for the upcoming term. 
The March 29 meeting began with a brief introduction followed by 
three committee meetings. Peck, Frossard and Crims attended Public 
Universities sector meeting. Issues discussed included new programs that 
may be offered in various institutions. 
Members of the Budget subcommittee discussed the budget crisis that 
Illinois is in and its adverse effect on higher eduction. Budget cuts threaten 
the academic mission of colleges and universities across the state. GSU 
expressed concerns that the cuts will diminish the class offerings at the 
university, delaying graduation dates for many students. 
During the Academic subcommittee meeting, the need for diversity of 
professors in the state's schools was discussed. The committee also stressed 
the importance of stressing "multi-culturalism" in the colleges and universi-
ties. 
On March 30, members were informed about topics brought up in the 
previous day's sector meetings. Board members determined that the chair 
of IBHE-SAC should discuss the concerns about the effects of the budget 
cuts. Members of the Executive Board were also elected. The hoard closed 
with presentation of awards to the outstanding members of the committee. 
Representative Peck was nominated for three of the awards. 
The meeting was a positive experience for the GSU representatives. 
Peck reflected, "Overall, I think we accomplished something. We received 
valuable information to take hack to our prospective schools." 
APRIL 2003 
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Soldier 
and Student 
What happens 
to student resenists 
if they are called 
for active duty? 
By Scott Bessler 
For some citizens, the war 
in Iraq is another story in the 
newspaper or another topic of 
debate on news channels. For 
other citizens, however, much 
more is at stake, including the 
lives of their loved ones. For 
many people enrolled at GSU, 
however, it may even be the 
life of a fellow student that 
may be at stake. 
A handful of students at 
GSU are reservists and have 
been recently called to active 
duty to fight for their country 
and protect American and 
Iraqi freedoms. These students 
must put their lives- their 
families, their careers, their 
schooling-on hold. 
Once they have served 
their country, however, they 
must again reinsert themselves 
into society. The question aris-
es, though, where will their 
studies be left when they 
leave? As GSU Registrar 
Dora Smith explains, the 
Registrar's office attempts to 
accommodate the soldiers in 
their requests to save their 
coursework. 
"Students are to be given 
full consideration in their 
requests," says Smith. 
Students who are called to 
active duty during a semester 
are given several options both 
before and after their duty. 
Students are given the choice 
to withdraw from courses from 
the Registrar with a 100% 
refund of tuition and fees. 
If they are near the end of 
the trimester they may request 
from the instructor early com-
pletion of their work. Finally, 
the students may request an 
incomplete from the instructor 
in accordance with the dead-
lines for compl~tion of coUrse-
work in subsequent trimesters. 
APRIL 2003 
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How Do You Like Your Coffee? 
By Sylvia Wilson Photos courtesy of Student Life 
For the students that missed the "Coffee House 
Celebration" that took place on Thurs., March 27, 
2003, you really missed a treat! 
In celebration for Women's History 
Month members of Student Life and 
Project SOAR jointly coordinated the 
"Coffee House," which. included a per-
fect atmosphere for students to relax 
between classes, network with faculty 
and staff, or just enjoy the moment. 
The mood was created by the 
ambiance of candlelight and music, a 
wonderful slideshow, an art exhibit, a 
variety of coffee & tea with some of 
the finest "sweet treats" donated from 
local area businesses. 
Storyteller Mama Edie provided us with her 
words of wisdom and the Soul People provided us 
with delightful music for the evening. Also, sever-
Storyteller Mama Edie 
entertains the crowd at the Coffee 
House. 
al others in attendance expressed their crea,tivity 
by sharing original works of poetry. 
Some of those present were Elizabeth Green, 
Karen Reynolds, Curtis Crims, MalColm Greene, 
Sharon Evans, Rosa Cortez, Stephanie Baldwin, 
Pam Thompson, Carla Johnson, Diego Macias, Sy 
Many artists' work was on 
display. (below and right) 
Hobson, Victoria Hosely, Deirdre Webb, Michael 
Wortham, Robbye Peppers, Aida Martinez, 
Sharon Spence, Cleo Jameson, 
· Turek, Joyce Harris, and 
Gray. 
In my humble opinion, we seldom 
enough "good news," when 
go well on our beautiful 
. Thus, I wanted to take a 
mc,mc~nt to express my sincere 
ap·prc~c1at1on for the teamwork and 
of those responsible for a 
l\ Iuc;u0 ucLu< evening of entertainment. 
Let me say kudos to Vanessa 
Newby, Lisa Meredith and others 
, that may have been involved in an awesome 
evening of entertainment. 
I like my coffee just the way it was served at the 
Coffee House! 
PAGES 
'Dver· f~ur hundted entries w~re m.ide in'the W~men'~ 
Hilltoty Month ~Profiles of Gro~dbreakers," Articles of 
Affirmation. This opportunity, sponsored by Student Life, was 
part of the GSU Women's His Month celebration. GSU 
community members and gues 
of • tothe 
APRIL 2003 
NEWS 
CLUB NEWS 
Accountb~g and Finance Cub Sit in on CPA Reviews 
By Kathleen Frossard 
Members of the Accounting/Finance club 
were exposed to CPA reviews from Becker 
and Northern Illinois University. The CPA 
review assists students in preparing for the 
CPA licensing exam. On March 4, students 
were allowed to sit in on a Becker review held 
at De Vty in Tinley Park. Becker also held a 
before party at Gino's East where students 
learned a little about the review process. 
On April 2, students were allowed to sit in 
on a Northern review held in downtown 
Chicago. Debra Hopkins, well known for her 
ability to successfully prepare students for 
the exam, instructed the review. 
IRS recruiter Joseph Kolodziej informed 
students about the exciting opportunity to 
work for the IRS. "This was a unique oppor-
tunity for our students," Accounting 
Professor and the club's sponsor, Anthony 
Fontana, said. 
Calling all artists! 
Due to popular demand, we are 
hosting Part II of 
''The Coffee house'' 
June 24, 2003 
5-9p.m. 
Engbretson Hall 
We are in need of Poets, Painters, 
and performers 
If interested in participating, entry 
forms are ·available in the Student Life 
Office, A 1129. 
_questions? Comments? Contact Vanessa Newby at 
534-4451 
or Lisa Meredith at 235-2230. 
Sponsored by the Office of Student Life 
APRIL 2003 
COMMENTARY 
Third World Conference 
Challenges with Hard Topics THE BEST THINGS IN LIFE ARE FREE The Phoenix is now offering free 
classified advertising space Discussion of Globalization, Foreign 
Policy Make for Interesting Conference to the university community. 
A faculty member, staff member or student 
can place a classified up to 75 characters 
(including spaces) for no charge. 
By Laura Casal 
The 29th Annual Third World 
Conference took place in the 
Embassy Suites Hotel downtown 
from March 27 to 30. It was a 
. unique opportunity to listen to par-
ticipants of different academic and 
professional backgrounds talk about 
current issues affecting societies and 
individuals of the Third World. 
Globalization, social justice, world 
development, growth and redistribu-
tion were the main topics discussed. 
the people of the world." She also 
pointed out the importance of educa-
tion in the process of understanding 
global changes together with their 
consequences and of facing the 
knowledge gap that has been widen-
mg. 
In the session African Policy in 
Advertise your small business, 
sell a car or your old textbooks . 
the Post 9111 Period, Gwendolyn For more information, or to place 
Mikell, Professor of Anthropology, 
spoke about u.s foreign policy an advertisement, call ext. 4517, 
to~ards Africa saying that the conti- email phoenix@govst.edu or 
nent is no longer U.S. national inter-
est and that "antiterrorism concern place. your ad in Carole Schrock's 
PAGE9 
This interdisciplinary and inter-
cultural conference consisting of ses-
sions, panels, and workshops is an 
independent and non profit organiza-
tion that has allowed students from 
GSU and some others universities of 
the country to expand their knowl-
edge and be part of rich and passion-
ate discussions with a diverse group 
of scholars. 
should not include a disappearance mailbox in the Student Life, second floor of A-Wing. 
See Third World, page 11 ----------------------------
The conference was also offered 
for academic credit in the 
Humanities, Social Science, Sciences 
and Health Issues areas. As a result, 
the encounter helped students to 
understand the role of each of these 
areas in the study of Third World 
societies. 
In the opening session 
Globalization and the American 
Primacy, Professor Eugene Shultz, 
of Washington University in St · 
Louis, defined globalization as "one 
of the manifestations of American 
Primacy in the world; even it is not a 
synonym of development." He also 
considered American Primacy as " 
the state of being first" that together 
with globalization is "the driving 
forces in the world," with a tremen-
dous ability of exporting ideas to 
other countries. 
Following with the same discus-
sion, in the workshops Globalization: 
Interdisciplinary and Intercultural 
Perspectives, Dr. Adriela Fernandez, 
Professor at GSU contended that 
"the world is even smaller than it has 
ever been" and that "there are politi-
caL economic, social and cultural 
cycles that connect the country and 
pril 
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Engbreston Hall 
12:00*1:00 
16 
Brown Bag Lunch 
Pamela. Hett-
Dobricky 
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FOCUS ON INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS: CHAD, AFRICA 
"Independence" Offers Few Solutions in Disjointed Country 
By Thomassin Gotingar, graduate, 
Communications and Tr.a.D::ring 
I was delighted to read the won-
derful pieces written by two of my 
best friends here at GSU, Laura 
Andrea Casal, and Christina Sweis 
about Argentina and Jordan. 
Mention Mrica to an American and 
three pictures, at the most four, come 
to his mind: the famine in Ethiopia, . 
the civil war in Sudan, AIDS, and the 
safari and Zulu kingdoms of South 
Africa. 
But Chad woulctbe less attractive 
to a tourist. Chad is a word that 
means almost nothing for many for-
eigners. Chad is also the result of 
more than a hundred years of French 
occupation in this area, then known as 
the French Equatorial Africa, which 
included the countries Gabon, 
Camer.oon, Central Mrica Republic, 
and Congo Brazzaville. Chad is mere-
ly the mixing of various tribal groups 
that have nothing in common, except 
the ruling authority of the colonial 
France. Our national flag is a three-
color vertical striped pattern of blue, 
yellow, and red. 
From the late 1800s to the time of 
the "independence" on Aug. 11, 1960, 
little effort has been taken to really 
consolidate the unity of what is now 
known as the Republic of Chad. The 
consequences of the intentional divi-
sion of the population by the colonial 
ruler are more evident today than they 
were at the time of the so-called inde-
pendence. Only 5 years after the 
emancipation, some notorious con-
flicts and social upheavals sparked in 
the northern regions, leading to a civil 
war that reached its peak on Feb. 12, 
1979. Still today, the "peace" treaties 
and the unification efforts bear little 
fruit. 
Many observers have pointed to 
France as the key responsible party 
for the military conflicts, the division 
of the country, and the political 
unrest. In fact, 14 "Prefectures" con-
stitute the administrative divisions of 
the country, with 5 large portions of 
desert areas arbitrary drawn in the 
North. These departments have not 
only been neglected by the colonial 
ruler but are also the less populated 
areas, and did not benefit from the 
educational system of the ~hite man. 
More over, being of the Islamic faith, 
people there don't quite identify them-
selves with the other populations of 
the southern regions, who are in 
greater number, have attended the 
western school system, and are more 
or less from the same Bantu ethnic 
groups that live in most of the Central 
and Southern Africa. 
In the early 90s, with the fall of the 
Berlin Wall, a new era of political 
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changes took place in Mrica. Exactly 
by that time the actual president, Mr. 
Debby, who is originally from the 
northern tribe of the Tubu, came to 
power through a military coup, as did 
leaders in most Mrican nations. Mr. 
Debby was compelled to align with 
the ideology of democracy. Tens of 
political parties were born over the 
following years, several private news-
papers were created, hundreds of 
associations were formed, and "elec-
tions" were held. Obviously, the one 
that was "qualified" to win was defi-
nitely the one in power. After 10 years 
of uncontested absolute power, Mr. 
Debby managed to be "elected" for 5 
more years in 2001. 
As time goes by, wonders what is 
the real problem of most Mrican 
countries. Chad being just an illustra-
tion, almost every single country in 
Mrica, either from a French, Belgium, 
or British colony, has experienced 
political, · military, or economic ten-
sions leading to the death of millions 
of innocent people. Moreover, this ter-
rible situation is neglected by the for-
mer white ruler. "Democracy" is sim-
ply a term used by politicians to 
achieve their ambitions. Never can 
any Mrican who lived for the last 30 
years remember having participated in 
a single true democratic vote where 
his or her voice could count for any 
change. Even though it might sound 
unfair to put the blame upon the colo-
nial authorities, there still is a great 
part of responsibility that the Belgian, 
British, and French empires of the 
late 18th through 20th century, have 
to bear. 
Today, as an Mrican speaking at least 
4 different dialects from my country, I 
am supposed to think and write in 
French or English. In order to com-
municate with my native people, I still 
have to borrow these foreign lan-
guages, because somewhere down the 
road, we have been conglomerated 
over about 80 years. We share the 
same passport, but we speak about 
300 different languages, and have dif-
ferent moral, religious, and social 
standards. We try to be "one" people, 
but not out of choice, simply as dictat-
ed by the colonial rulers a hundred 
years ago. _ 
As time goes by, the same authority 
that decided our "oneness" still 
emphasizes our differences, choosing 
on our behalf who shall be our ruler, 
whom we ought to trade with, and 
what to do with our natural resources. 
As time goes by, many Chadians find 
it difficult to adapt to a system that 
says one thing (i.e. democratic ideals) 
and does the opposite (i.e. supporting, 
equipping, and helping military rebels 
to come to power). As time goes by, 
Chadians look back at history and 
challenge themselves to find answers 
to real problems without getting bitter 
and without blaming the others their 
misfortune. They challenge themselves 
to take the risk of becoming one 
nation. 
Having traveled in many countries 
both in Africa and Europe, I still can-
not understand why some people are 
to be "freed" from dictatorial regimes 
no matter the cost, yet others endur-
ing the same conditions for a century 
do not get the attention they beg for. 
That's why' I' decided to Write this column. This 
article ~s for: you. Its purpose is to help you he 
more comf~rtable with writing. If you have 
questions about writing, call me at 
534~4508, a11d I will answer them right here}n 
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Physical Therapy Program Alive and Well, Though Studies 'Dead' 
Use of Cadavers in Classroom Instruction Aids in Student's Understanding 
By Kimberly Sanders 
In the Governors State 
University Physical Th~rapy 
Program, students are exposed 
to real cadavers. Well, the 
cadavers aren't exactly "live," 
but the program definitely is I 
The Master in Physical 
Therapy program came into 
existence in the Fall ofl996. 
It was awarded full accredita-
tion in late Spring 2002. Now, 
there are approximately seven 
full time and three part time . 
students in the program. It 
takes only 27 short months to 
complete (full time), and con-
sists of fun classes like Gross 
Anatomy, Physiology of 
Disease, and Neuroscience, 
just to name a few. Students 
must also complete clinical 
internships, present a graduate 
research project, and pass a 
written comprehensive final 
examination. 
For successful matricula-
tion into the program, students 
must meet certain admission 
criteria. These include: 
bachelors degree, any major 
minimum cumulative GPA of 
2.8, appropriate prerequisite 
course work w/ min 3.0 GPA 
official transcripts from all 
schools attended, official GRE 
The cadaver laboratory holds many 'tanks' that contain cadavers. 
scores, 3 letters of recommen-
dation, personal essay and 
personal interviews. 
The program, which is 
directed by Russell Carter, is 
designed to prepare students 
to be entry-level physical 
therapists. Upon completion, 
graduates of the MPT pro-
gram are prepared for general 
practice positions in many dif-
ferent healthcare settings. 
Carter mentioned the impor-
tance of learning professional-
ism as it relates to patient care. 
The students are trained on 
how to relate to patients in 
order to provide the most opti-
mal care. 
"It's a great program," says 
The Phoenix is having a contest for the 
university's most 'filled' office. 
Do you know a professor, your teacher or a colleague, whose 
office space is crammed 
with papers, books, and everything else imaginabl~? 
Nominate the person by emailing 
phoenix@govst.edu. The Phoenix will take picutures 
of the offices and run them in the next issue so the university 
can vote for the most 1 filled.' 
Mikia Stewart, an occupation-
al therapy student. "I am very 
grateful for all my professors. 
They inspire me to continue 
on towards my goals. I can't 
wait to finish the program and 
begin work in the field." 
The majority of professors 
in the program are physical 
therapists, which ensures the 
Third World, 
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of Mrica issues in U.S agen-
da." She also showed con-
ern for the fact that nowa-
days the Bush administration 
supports trade issues rather 
han AIDS and health issues 
n Mrica. Sanusi Ado 
Bayero, Senior Official in 
he Emirate Administration 
of Kano Nigeria also partici-
pated in the discussion. He 
claimed that the U.S. had a 
special interest to deal with 
he problems in Yugoslavia 
and Bosnia but not in 
Ruanda because, according 
o him, the U.S. does not 
understand Mrican culture 
and its societal structure 
best training for students. 
Some have extensive orthope-
dic backgrounds, others have 
experience in geriatrics, car-
diopulmonary, and pediatric 
neurology. One professor, Dr. , 
Robert Druzinsky, has a 
Ph.D. in Neuroscience. This 
group of people presents an 
eclectic approach to physical 
therapy, in which students 
have the greatest of learning 
experiences. 
One of the most interesting 
aspects of the program is the 
cadaver lab located in the F-
wing. It is very clean, and the 
air circulates throughout the 
room often, in order to ensure 
fresh breathing air for stu-
dents as they work on the car-
casses. 
The cadavers are donated 
to science programs by local 
funeral homes. The school 
keeps them for one year. 
During this time, they are dis-
sected and inspected by stu-
dents from different programs, 
including the physical therapy 
and occupational therapy stu-
dents. 
After a year, the cadavers 
are returned to the funeral 
home, where they are then 
cremated and the ashes are 
returned to the family. 
and, as a result, it is feared. 
Other interesting sessions 
were Retributive vs 
Restorative Justice, Conflict 
and Change in the Cold War 
and Post Cold Wars, The 
Debt Crisis, Gender Equity 
and Rational Choice, 
Multicultural Literature, 
Pe'rspectives on International 
Policy and Terrorism. 
With a choice of more 
than eleven panels to attend 
per day, the Third World 
Conference has represented 
in its 29th year a unique 
forum of ideas and has con-
tributed positively to the 
understanding of Third 
World current issues. 
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